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refinery. They want a square mile of desert. I have myself
travelled the probable route of the pipe-line and provided
them with maps which have proved very valuable. I had
hoped to be out of this blasted country by the end of the spring
but see no chance now, owing to widespread disturbances.
Things are worse in Mesopotamia where navigation on the
Tigris has been closed for six weeks, also by " constitutional
disorders". There is great misery among the poorest classes
who bear the brunt of all the trouble. They know well that
they can hope nothing from any change of government. Like
Pope hi his "Essay on Man", to them "whatever is, is best".
A bad ruler who knows them is better than a fairly good ruler
who does not: a tribal tyrant who can be deposed or killed as
a last resort is preferable to a hydra-headed hierarchy of
officials which can never die and is the most powerful of
vested interests with a strong hereditary blend/
In May 1909 Cox came up in the R.LM.S. Lawrence
to negotiate the agreements with the Shaikh of Moham-
rnerah on behalf of the Anglo-Persian Oil Company, as
it had now become. I was summoned from Masjid-i-
Sulaiman to assist him and spent a full week as his
Cipher Clerk and Secretary-Typist. I was, of course,
very closely cross-examined by him on every phase of
the Company's activities, so far as known to me, and
upon what I had seen and done in Arabistan and the
Bakhtiari country. He had travelled much in unknown
parts of Arabia himself and had done some surveying,
so he could criticize with knowledge and speak with
authority. He knew much of birds and was a close
observer of wild animal and plant life. His Arabic was
excellent: his bearing dignified. He exercised from the
outset great influence on the Shaikh of Mohammerah,
but was careful not to press him unduly. His patience
was unbounded, his temper unaffected by the great heat.
It was my first experience of this kind of negotiation,
and of the manner in which high British officials did
business. Cox was content to sit like the Shaikh on
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